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THE GRAY MASK 


A Detective Story by Wadsworth Camp 


"Ho got fresh with the Kiri." Garth -**or the prostrate figure of George 
answered The man breathed. The u ournl was 

Slim waite*!, taking in the details m th*- shoulder and ai*t*earcd of 

of ih.- tableau little real rnnsrquenee. H>- straight - 

• ynurr blurting. Sinunons." h* .-tied t*< find the inspector standing 

sa id at last. Tin after facts n**w mer him with a look of pleasure 


* Garth Is Shown a 
Gray Mask 


G ARTH. in response to the un- 
foreseen summons, hurried 
along the hallway and op- 
ened the inspector’s door. 
H« had been assigned to the -detective 1 
bureau less than six months. 

•TThere were you going. Obqth?" j 
"Home. That is — I thought I 
might drop in on Nora for a minute. 

With a quirk gesture the inspector 
brushed the mention of his daughter 
aside. 

•How much do you love your life?”’ 
“On the whole I value my life 
ratTUr highly just now.” Garth an- 
swe*rd. trying to smile. 

"Then turn this down and nothing 
said.*’ thtt inspector went on. "It’s 
volunteer work. Its touch and go 
whether whoever tackles it eats bacon 
and eggs tomorrow morning." 

"What’s the job?" tiarth asked, 
"you’ve beard of that fellow with- 
out a face., This fellow Simmons in 
Chicago — several years ag*> now- 
experimenting with some new explo- 
sive in a laboratory. He got his 
arm up in time to save his eyes." 
"Seems to me I remember." Garth 

began. 

Worn a gray mask ever since." ihe 
inspector said. 

He drew a telegram from a pile of J 
papers at his elbow, spread it on 
the writing-pad. and tapped it with 
hts thick forefinger. 

No doubt about your having heard 
of our friend Hennion?'' 

Garth started forward, resting his 
closed fists on the desk top. His face 
was excited, unbelieving. Garth, with 
the rest of the bureau, could point 
to half a dozen men as vassals of 
this almost mythical figure. Hut he 
knew also that nothing had eveg 
been proved against this organization 
of criminals, which was unique, be- 
cause. in addition to prosaic brutality, 
it appeared to be informed by brains 
of a brilliant and inscrutable char- 
acter. 

"How much of a chance?" Garth 

Asked. 

All the drowsiness left the inspec- 
tor’s eyes. 

"Maybe to si! in with them tonight. 
I’ve never had a ghost of a show with 
a stool before, and this is the night 
of all nigh’s. One of these crooks 
has been boasting He said — and 1 
have it straight — ’Tonight we play 
our ace.’ Get that. Garth: What 
must an ace mean to that lot. eh." 
Garth breathed hard. 

"How do you expect to throw sand 
In the eyes of that outfit?" 

"Glvo me.” the inspector answered 
•lowly, his rumble approximating a 
aehisper. "some one with no nerves 
to speak of and a build like this face- 
less man Simmons. You have that 
build. Garth. All you need is a plain 
dark brown suit. 

•This is Simmons' description as 
he left Chicago last evening. He ex- 
pects to arrive on the western ex- 
prfss tonight. He’s looking for some 
ons to meet him and take him to the 
headquarters of the Hennion gang.” 
"Has he a record ?' 

“A auspect. chiefly because he's 
tied up with that anarchist crowd out 
there— an analyst of explosives, a 
chemist, cursed by this hideous acci- 
dent — dangerous as giant powder it- 
self! That’s why his mail's been 
watched, how they got onto this 
move. But they’ve no details for us. 
Maybs Simmons himself doesn't know 


ago. when you first came. I never ' 
dreamed a man could make even that 
much difference t.» me again.’’. 

She sat down, hilling her face. 

"Later — I don't know. How can I 
tell? How can anybody?” 

She arose. She spoke wistfully. 

"Then, good-bye. .Tim. Anil you’ll 
try to understand? Maybe you'll come [ 
to see me just the same when you I 
get hack?” 

"When 1 get bark," he said. 

Garth waited at the end of the I 
bridge above Garrison. It was dark. 
At a short distance two men smoked 
and chatted. They had withdrawn 
themselves in response to . Garth's 
moodiness. He fancied they discussed 
him as one already dead. 

A whistle shrieked. The hills rum- 
bled. Flinging their cigars in the) 
water, the men rejoined Garth. He 
slipped the mask from his pocket and 
secreted his features behind its gray | 
protection. 

The train dashed across the bridge.' 
sparks grinding from its wheels.' 
When it stopped, panting sullenly, the 
two men sprang aboard Garth w’atch- 


eotildn’f recognize him behind the 
mask. 

"Whole force at your heels. Nora?" 
the leader asked gently. 

"No." she said, "hut it might tie 
tramping on the dock without your 
guessing it. Listen. Slin. Th-re’s a 
bull here There’s a cop with his 
hand at your throat It's straight." 

"From your father?" 

She noiiaeil. 

"How Pt " 

T don’t know." she said, "blit hr 
was sure he'd have a stool with you 
tonight He's tried so long I know 
he wasn’t bragging. Slim' We ran t 
trip up now. I've worked too hard 
You’ve told me what a mess you made 
last time. wh*n that cop. Krirlel. was 
croaked Where will we be if any- 
thing like that’s pulled again?" 

The girl glanced rapidly around 
Then, advancing steadily. she raised 
her hand and points,! ai Garth. She 
spoke- evenly . 

’’Who could it he* hut this man that 
hiilis his fare’’ There’s no doubt 
about the mat "f you. You only have 


mason’s yard. A taxicab waited |a successful climax. This anguish, 
there. Garth maneuvered so mat he j too. he must suffer 

had a seat by the window H" let Nora, how ever, was protecting he r 
his hand, w-mcb clenched the piece of j -ips. , 

paper, dangle through Such police--! "you promised ” George began 

men as he saw were indifferent until j ”1 said if you had that much nerv. 
e-rossing UJ.Mh street ho noticed one- ! But I know you haven't Kvvn if you 
who looked straight at th*- cab He j had croaked him you wouldn’t bar- 
let the paper flutter from his finc-rs. (acknowledge n h. r.-. Why. Georg, 
hut did r.nf dare glance back to see* j you re* kneel, ng wh* r. h- lay 
if the policeman had picked it up 
The cat. halted in a dark side street 
off Lexington avenue. Th, y aiiah’cd 
and walked with an unronoi-rn that 
surprised Garth io the servants’ en- | 
trance of a large house This Nora; 
unlocked They entered and waited j 
in the alley while one by on* the [ 
four from the boat slipp.-d .n 
Garth understood what these mint- ! 
hers meant. In order that Nora. * 

George and he might accomplish 
their task undisturbed, ties. , .’’nswertnu th- temptation of that 

would bear to each mmat. of , moulh. ialf op.;,, .,,,, inviting. droop 

Itousi* chloroform, or. under no. ’ - .. u.'or 

sily. something more permanently q I'p ilrg, 's' 

hint, and 
dru nken 


“What difference do.s That mak- 
I'm knei-Lna io you And let. Slim 
| rave I’ll give you your price. You 
needn't be ashamed io kis> me. Nora 
l! wasn't Slim. I did it. Th. cop 
jumped me from behind that 
and I !.-t hint have the knife.” 

H*- rais. d his lips * \p, i-iaurly. 

Garth didn’t understand ai firs!, 
only- realized with a savage joy 
tlicir lips did not Touch. Yet hr ques- 
tioned why the big man. instead of 


sofa 


II- 

that 


silencing. 

When Nora ha,l unlocked th*- house 
door lie found himself brushing 
against her in the hall. Th. n In- w a- 
fiuug into a stealthy, sur* ami dread- 
ful whirlpool of action. It.- heard 
feline movements on the stairs, a 
muffled thud in the darkness ahead, 
from Ih, second floor a shrill cry 


cry in his ears a rouse- i 
!o saw. in ill- reeling 
'haft of light, that bin..,] 
flowed and joined the nnot.nl .'tain 
the carpet. 

lie knew what that 
d n u loos.- upon them. 

backward, be grasped 
if th.- safe and op.-iti-d th. 


lie aro.'. 
scream v on! 

Spring ing 
i t he bandit 
| doors 

"Nora." h. whispered, "oolite hen." 

lie snapped otr tie light ■ ’.rasping 
her hand. Io- s,-a!id Itintself on it,, 
tli.A- with his bark io th.- open saf* 
lb- drew her down. 

"Why?” -h,- asked. 

"They will he lu re." hi said. "Th. re 
is no way out except through that 
d*»,-r which Ml ' Hill Us, ll IS Sat--, 
to wait In r* Why don’t they- i-om, ■ - 

He felt the quick shaking of her 
body. 

"I know what I hav - done " she 
said, "what I have don.- to you." 

"I understand a little." lie answered. 


"but if you eared enough to aecont- 
t'i .'h this madness for him you should 
have been even less kino io nte than 
you were this afternoon." 

T-rhaps." she answered. "Oh. I 
■ Inn r know. T loved him so much, 
and my father said his murib r.-r 
would never be punished — justice must 
fail. Maybe it was my Italian blood, 
but I swore over his body th*- day ! 
they- buried him that, if there was no '• 
other way. I would get justice for 
the poor boy. We were practically 
e-rtain it was this gang 1 said 
nothing to tm- father. Through a 
girl 1 had helped I met Slim. ll 
Phased hts vanity to have a spy at 
headquarters I made him trust nte. 
Hut 1 couldn't find out .who yet 
sooner or later. 1 knew th' tune 
would come That’s w hy 1 worked so 
hard for tonight, why 1 wouldn't 1 -t 
anything interfere because 1 thought 
in this room— well’" 

She breathed hard for a moment 

’’Since I’ve known you I've doubt. d 
1 , u t 1 couldn't turn back. I mad.- 
t hem respect me. i have r-*9traino.| 
them. 1 think, because I have been 
with them. I have saved lives. And 
always I hail planned at th. .-ml to 
punish them as they- deserved Rut 
now— in a trap. We're like mice in 
a trap. .lint. I've done that to you. 
They'll find nu- out now. and wliat's 
behind th*- mask. too. They'll kill us 
hot h. They’ll hav- to. Listen"’ 

"W. ll make h fight of it. Norn." ho 
said, grimly- "No matter what I do 

trust me." 

Sit.- snapped the tuition. The whit, 
shaft pierced t hi- darkness. Slim anil 
three idh.-rs with ready- revolvers 
w.-re Italf-way across the room. Garth 
put his lingers to hts lips. 

"Sh-h." h. said. "Wait. Don't come 
any elose.r." 

-What’s wrong. Simmons?" Slim 
whipped out. 

’’Who railed? That’s George. 
What ’• 


Toss tit* your hands." 

He raised his revolver, a nt-ttg at 
I births body N th gave a little 
cry Garth laughed 

’ You don't quite understand." he 
answer*--! slowly and your* usually 
so ohservan*. Slim Look around 

The safe is 1- hitol us V.uir 

bullets would . u. through .Nora and 
nte into tlios- s,,-ks of Army destroy- 
er.- Wh.it th.-n" So y .iu wont 
surprised when I take my hands 
dow n 

He lowered them He look his own 
revolver front hts pock, t 

"But." In- w.-nt on. "there's noth- 
ing lie hi nil you hut a Steel wall, and 
tf on.- of you comes a step closer 1 11 

shoot .” 

He snatched the mask from his 
fa.e .ml took, a police w histle front 
Ips pot ki t He raised it to his lips 
Hi* blew a i-ali which he f. It would 
p-ncti-ate beyond these steel w.i’Is 
He laughed outright. 

No more fighting tn the dark 
Thank God’" The four nun s-ared 
with the helnl.-ss rage, llu- abandoned 
suffering of snared animals 
* * * * 

-AUTH wondered if relief would 
ver eome. He was afraid that 
the slip of frayed white pape.r must 
iutv-e gone astray Otherwise, tt seem- 
ed to hint, it would have brought 
help even before he bail sounded hts 
shrill alarm. 

Then he heard a tramping in the 
house, a struggle outside the door, a 
voir, whose roar betray 
and tri/ttph 

Wild. Garth’’" 

The door filled w itlt 
form 

Nora covered her face 
hands and turn, d away 
start Garth graso. d th 
nittg vaguely. Io- am 


\o;t enten! 


ltt.-n in uni- 

-e with Iter 
With a 

reason I’lan- 
and leaned 


hurt Garth to think of that expres- 
sion’s vanishing for one of unl*elo:f 
and revolt 

This fellow- will stand his tjkg’ 
he sad. "For the murder « 
Kttdel It **a« here, vim know." 

TU-* j.*, -s-or puffed 

"i .’art It. I’m proud of vou 

His eye caught the figure of Nora, 
crouched aga ns* tit-- safe H.s vou*. 

gr- w hard and business-like 

Bring that woman here 

Slim, bound and at the door 
lauc ti.-d 

Garth grasped the Inspectors arm 

"Pont.” It.- saul. Pont bother 
about her. lad h. r go •• 

Hut the inspector strode 1.. th* 
stf,- rais.-d Non. and drew her hands 
from h.-r far. 

ll*- gnsited and l.-aned heavily 
against -he divan VI! at once h* ■ 
appeared old 

"I’ll t.-ll volt." Garth cried. "You 
have to thank Nora as much - no 
That is. we put tt over together it 
was a winning oombinat ion, but w- 
didn’t have the nerve tn put you 
W 1 s«* 

Th.’ . rush**.! bn.*k ir» Nnrn ? 

• h.'.’ks but th** insp»M‘T >r ** fai'*' del 
n**t *]!••*• Mr inokH doubtfully ft-nm 

• »n*» !*' T hr I.thrr At laM hr srrnirrt 

■ *r.«th**r !n« .*m»»tioti in a **f 

wrath for * Sa rl h 

"* V • *ti dmccr.! a u«tfn.*«n in Thin* 
Voij .'iicht to 1». h»»rww h t »***•*«! I 'rac- 
eme inj dauchtrr i u* • • this hHI*** 

Mart h i«m»U ih.* etrl*. b.»ti*I 

•*h»«r ut>. • hi* f hr said **!»•' 
j «*ntjsr if you and shr would «*nl> 
f •* I'd *lr;«tr hrr . n t •• a lot v\ or» than 
t hat." 

Mr tiirn.’d to h.-r atiM'ois'.v Thrr* 
w.ir t.-ars in lior » >• s M' < i ionr<| 

• f t h « ' y had j-oruim from pi tv f-*** him 
Shi* t»»ti« h.’»l his hand Mr Inoki* I 
away, f-r Ih.* rfiiirk prrssurr *\ 
r*rrss. d only thanks, and a fr • n.lsh ; 
trouhlnl by Ivin prrstM. nr. 

1 H'upyrieltt, • 


MONTE CARLO, WORLD’S BIGGEST GAMBLING 
ESTABLISHMENT, MAY HAVE AUSTRIAN RIVAL 


\v 


what he’s up against 

• * * * 

i -ITH a aecretive air he opened a 
drawer and lifted out a tightly- 
woven gray cloth. It was pierced by 
two holes above and a long, narrow 
opening below. From Its edges four 
elastic straps dangled. 

"I had it made.” he said, holding it 
out tentatively, "so that, perhaps, you 
might find out instead of Simmons.” 

Garth took the cloth and fitted it 
over his face. It left visible a small 
•car on his ne.-k. The inspector point- 
ed at this with a pleased, wondering 
smile. 

"That sear peeping will fetch them. 
Put on a brown suit and you’ll pass.” 

"Where.” Garth asked, "does Sim- 
mons change cars?” 

"Til have the express stopped at 
the end of the bridge above Garrison. 
Not much chance of spies there A 
couple of my men will take him off 
and keep him out of mischief while 
you get on. You're on?” 

"Sure. You'd jump at the chance 
yourself, sir" He removed the mask. 
The inspector handed him a piece of 
frayed white paper 

"Take this and when the time 
comes scratch your instructions on it 
with a match, a toothpick, anything 
handy. It will slay white, hut I can 
make whatever you put on it as vist- 
V* as headlines in a war extra. You’ll 
iwaeh town after in. I'll hold back 
Iwfftructions until II in case these 
fallows have any spies in the depart- 
ment. But after that you can drop it 
near a uniformed policeman with a ; 
fair chance of its reaching m< " 

Now that ht« offer was accepted, and I 
his plan understood, the inspector! 
gave way to a disquieting nervous- 
ness. He stood up and stepped around 
the desk, putting his hand on Garth's 
shoulder 

"Watch out for yourself." he fal- 
tered ”1 don't want another Krldel 
ease on my conscience ." 

The name dampened Garth’s enthu- 
siasm He had never known Joe 
Kridel. who a year ago. had been the 
aetendti'g star of the bureau Hut the 
manner of rn# young man's d.-ath was 
depressmeiy familiar to him — found 
stabbed through the heart in a pri- 
vate house whose dwellers had heard 
no alarm The kev to that puzzle had 
never been discovered. Kven the 
srie.-tor had harbored the, nature of 
Kndel's atsignm.nt that nigln of his 
murder 

Before making Ins arr.-ing.-tn.-iil s 
Car'll eall“d at th. inspector’s flat 
This w.*s. in fact a preparation With- 
out seeing Nora he f.-l! he would not 
he armed to enter these unfair lists 
w"h death. 

H.- found h.-r hv th* window in the 
sitting ro..m. She looked, h* thought 
mo-e Lai n Ilian usual, although the 


ADVANCING STEADII.l. SHF. RtlSKII UK It HAND AND I’OI NTKII \T GARTH. "WHO till 1,1) IT II K III 

H AN WHO II II) KS HIS KAl’Kf" 


THIS 


ed them reappear, leading a third who 
wore a gray mask above a plain 
brown suit He heard a croaking, un- 
natural voice issue from behind the 
mask 

"Didn’t look for you so soon 
friends." 

Kxeitement drove the melancholy 
from Garth’s hrain. The undertaking 
had begun reassuringly. Simmons had 
no suspicion that he was in Ihe hands 
of the police. Garth noticed also as the 
train went on that the passengers 
were not aware of the substitution. 

At last the train paused for the 
change from locomotive to electric 
ear Althdugh he knew that normally 
no passengers would board it at this 
place, he gazed anxiously from the 
window. A man stood close to the 
track with the evident Intention of 
entering the train. Garth saw him 
elude a brakeman. saw him grasp the 
railing and swing himself out of 
sight. A moment later the man walked 
into the ear. stopped dead, and turn- 
ed sharp. Inquisitive eyes on the gray 
mask. 

"You must be a star gambler, judg- 
ing from your face." 

He continued to start; as though ex- 
pectant of an answer. Perhaps some 
countersign was demanded. Garth enn- 
centrated his thoughts with diffi- 
culty. One word had strayed circuit- 
ously from the gang to him He used 
it at random, trying to approximate 
the voice he had heard at the bridge. 

"That depends on whether I hold 

"Suppose you take a little stroll 
with me.” 

Garth arose and followed him down 
the aisle. . „ .. 

Thev paused on the platform Garth 
thought It likely that one of the in- 
spector’s men wa» in the car. hut. of 
course, the fellow would not confess 
himself by stepping to the vestibule 
at their heels. It would be enough for 
him to know that they were on board 
and that the train was not scheduled 
to stop beXore reaching the Grand 
Central station. 

Garth knew that. too. Therefore he 
could not understand why his conduc- 
tor stooped and with an air of confi- 
dence opened the vestibule door and 
raised the trap. Gath started, for. as 
if the engineer were an accomplice 
and had received some subtle signal, 
the brakes began to grind while the 
train lost its speed rapidly. 

The slender man grasped Garth’s 
arm. and, as the train stopped, leaped 
with him to the right of way and hur- 
ried him into the shadow* at the foot 
of the embankment. 

He saw ahead the red and green 
lights of an open drawbridge. He un- 
derstood now. and marveled at the 
simplicity of Ihe trick. II had been 
onlv necessary Io send some small 
boat to loiter In Ihe draw at the prop- 
er moment tn assure the security of 
the conspirators. 

Immediately Garth lost all sense of 
direction. The other led a stealthy, 
circular course through a lumber 
-yard across a fence, around darkened 
buildings, and finally onto a small 
wharf A craft was moored there. It 
lay in darkness except for its navi- 
gating lights, and. as Garth looked, 
even these were extinguished. 

The slender man glided across the 
wharf, and. Garth at his heels, stepped 
t,. the deck. There he reached over 
the railing, dropping something from 
his hand. Garth heard three splashes 
ai regular intervals. A blade of light 
flashed sharply athwart the darkness 
and became an open doorway, framing 
• a troubled face. 

Garth, shoved from behind, stum- 
! | bled over th.- sill into the presence 
of five m*-n who circled about him. 
like cats, wary and .wispicious. 

Th.- slender man slipped in after 
him. dosing the door. 

"The cops are drunk with sleep," 
hi- sail). 

Garth breathed again. He glanced 
I at the men with a sharp personal 
I curiosity One. a sallow youth with 
I untidy yellow hair and laige-rimmed 
I ey eglass, s. iibxlt'. ha* 1 .- been a stu- 


to see Slim wh. ther this fellow. Sim- 
mons. has got a face." 

"He hail th.- word." tin- leader 
answered, “and look al that s.ttr 
Rut you're right. Nora. If there’s a 
hull it. re h.-'s behind that mask ' 

"Then make him take it off." she 
said. 

Garth's croaking voice was torn 
with dismay. 

“No. I warn vou. Spare me and 
yourselves that. It’s not pretty, what 
you'd se. ." 

"If this isn't Simmons." sai.l the 
leader, "we’re out of the running for 
tonighi. anyway. If it is. what do 
w-o g-ain by making a show of him" 
This is vvhal ! was going io propose: 
Only- one of us need look.” 

"Thal'l! do." Nora agreed. "Well: 
Who?' 

"Ia*t George look." sai.l the leader 

"lx>ok yourself.” George answered 
"I'm no dime museum fiend." 

Suddenly Garth arose. 

"Maybe the lady ” he eroake.l. 

"She’s so set on it. A pleasant sight 
for ladies." 

Nora flushed angrily. 

"I'll call that bluff!” 

Garth caught tin- expressions of, 
the others He noticed their ready [ 
hands. While his fingers rose to the ' 
fastenings of th.- gray mask he turned I 
slowly and faced Nora. 

Holding her with his eyes, he 
slipped the gray mask aside. * 

He saw her stare while the angry 
color left h.-r cheeks Jt seemed to 
him a long time before terror twisted 
her face, before she screamed. H- 
watched her cower bark, crossing Iter 
arms over her eyes; watch, d h.-r fall 
against the wall, where she bent, 

trembling. 

Garth replaced the mask, shrug- 
ging his shoulders, and turned to the 
others. The leader laughed lightly, 
with satisfaction. 

•Never dreamed it was as bad as 
that, Simmons. You’re right. Don't 
blame you. but you must see we had 
to be sure.” 


T* 


ll.- waited. panting. t’pstairs 
some one rapped sharply three times 
A pocket lamp flashed ahead, throw- 
ing a while shaft against finely- - 
grained mahogany. A hand in the 
shaft signaled hint, and lie crept 
forward until he stumbled over a 
round, inert mass which lay Just out- 
side the room where the while light 
s-arched ihe mahogany. It was a 
man. deftly tnulnd. and bandaged 
about the mouth, the ears, the eyes. 
* * * * 

HT; mahogany formed the doors 
of a large and very wide cabinet. 
Gorge knelt tn front of this, insert- 
ing slender, gleaming tools in Un- 
lock with the adroitness of a watch- 
maker. He opened Ihe doors and 
no.ld.-.l to Gartlt. Tin- light glowed 
now oil Ho- sleek, steel l.elly of a 
safe; and. as Garth, a trifle confused 
reached out a steadying hand. h. 
realized that lit.- walls of this room 
Were of steel, too. His only i-h.ince 
was that the safe might lu.lk Georg.- 
for some t ime. 

’T’l.-nty of time. Isn't ih.-re'."' Garth 
croaked anxiously. 

"Ought to Io*." George answer.-. I 
“Kverything’s covered now. linin’’ 

. xpe.-t in find ihe watchman wh* r. 
did. though.” 


w»* 


Although th.- water streamed fron 
George's far.-. Garth saw the mar 
shiver. It started an cxpositary trait: 
of thought. The-ilast tint.- this Job 
had I..-, n attempted Kri.l.-I had beet 
kill.-.l — -In this house, almost .-. r 
tainl.v in this room. He recalled Ih- 
' superstitious f.-ars of many crimi 
I nals. Perhaps that accounted in 
'degree for I he other’s bared nerves 
i Nora leaned forward. 

"Slim must Hunk a lot of you 
J George, to put v-i.u at it twice" 

I "What do you mean by that?” 
j “Didn’t you fall down on it las 
I time ’’ 

! "Ask Slim." In- said shortly. "Th 
! is tin- time I’m interest. .1 in. and 
vv.- pull it off. Nora, you’re going 
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Garth nodded. He sat down Let 

the girl speak. Cntil then h>- would j quit* fooling with me. Maybe, w It- 
ptay nis part. ,1 tll( . ,i, -ir open, you’ll give m 

Looks as if the stool lost a leg i that kiss I’Ve been waiting for." 
somewhere, he said. : "Maybe when you g.-t it of. : 

Garth waited then for her to he- j George I’m not so sure you'll o|n-. 

tray him, but she only stammered a ; It. I'm not so sure of v.uir nerv.. 

11 elf'. I Th.-n she sank back in a heap. Sit 

a- CS A pleasant sight for j screened h.-r face with h.-r hands, 

ladies Boar — must have thrown "Now- 'what 

them off the track." 

Garth pressed his lips together. He I 
beckoned to Slim. He took the whip' 


ni STKIII.ING II Kll.lt*. 

.MONTH t’AKLo. May 12. 1921. 
ONTK CARLO is to have 
rival. Humor is busy with 
th*- historic Palace of 
Schonltrunn. th*- summer 
■ Sldenee of the Austrian emperors in 
i.-rina. once the temporary residence 
.’ the gr* it Napoleon and. later on. 
his son. Ho- Aiglon. who was kept 
virtual prisoner tlo-r" by M*-tterni.-h 
r.t I his death. 

I; is believed that th" public gam- 
ing concession is a.-tualiy sold to a 
• reign consortium. Ai ih.- last met 
th.- district council of M. -idling 
•• pr- sid.-ttt w as asked vvli.-lh'-r 
. r. was an*- truth in th*- r.-por.. H 


has been obliged to permit a "rake- j 
off' . f in ju-r cent on every "bank." 
It dots not attract at all like Monlc I 
a Carlo. 

! Baccarat is supposedly a club game, j 
: To k.-ep ui. the Hub illusion. Huh dues 
; from tn. to inn francs are demanded. I 
| though you play but for a single even- 
ing. Passports are requisite, and a 


certain smartness of dress and hearing j is now 
- -a I pi to keep up the Huh pretense. 

Ila.-arrat also is p aved with players’ 


j money only. You find no certain 
; ’’bank’’ to play against. Hither the 
! uiemiii-de-fcr box passes and each 
! player in Him Is temporary banker, or. 
! at ha. • irat proper, the hottest sport 
. piodtn-es the biggest bank roll and is 
j banker- until he gets enough of it. At 
Hi p.m. there may bo a big game, while 
11 p.m. not half the players may he 
! tilde lo gel action. Tile establishment 


heavy roulette game which sprung up 
in l!‘|li al Campion.-, just across the 
Swiss frontier -to the rage of the 
Swiss, who saw a thousand tourists 
s'lpping over Switzerland has had a 
mighty moral conflict. The anti- 
g;. tabling party has won all along the 
line. 

At Mon',.- Carlo th.- "d. ad" season 
beginning 
Alas. lit. name has sinister apprn- 
pr.ateti.-ss. though lb. casino remains 
v.-rv much a!:v. lo new and different 


plied that lit. re was. and under!.. iU | just rakes off its commission, 
i siny lo 

npl»’ «if Vi<*nii.i 

-i \ !• f i In* ms • 

•ii nu l\iik Whi 


d.nt of tin- most devoted species. 
Another cunningly resembled a vvell- 


b’a.-k Hotl.es sfie habitually . . . ... . 

ree’uated te r dark hai“ and flashing to-do business man. while a third 
eves the ol-ve .-omn’.-xion and regu- I had th*- clothing and the air of a 
>ar features *h> had inherited front 1 1 ramp The fourth, with h.s dapper 
he- Italian mother I tailoring and ferret. ike 

She smd.d un .at Garth, and. as al-jmorc familiar tt. the exp 
In fare of that smile, he recalled | 


wavs 

•h, un.-xtilored neutral ground w-l 
• h-ir minis had never really me-. This 
Imneessior had unquestionably re- 
tarded the .lev, lopmcnr ..f tli.-ir r. In - 
Irons It bad tin'll Cow h.-l.l th*-ir 

..rtn'.o’s ii *b- bash of fro-ndshln 
C r* it bad eo id--.. ..f scanning that 
*-,. — *1 a* his ecte.i . bit t Nora’s nrov- 
-m:tv and c • suddenness ,,f a n uttev- 
pe.-t.-d g. sMire d stilled log • .-* • d fa r. 
ness f,,r the moment's irresistible in- 
tos teat in*. 


T e-r h i- .|s f 
si. . .ad .1 refined rn* 
fa-- was pa'vati . u 
-* moment be he.-:. 111. 
nass;vtt\ of Ii. r fing. rs a 
I. nt grasp. H. saw grav- 


ing for The book 
The quick run. 

Carth But after 
aware of the int- 

-iiin >tis vln- I 1 !• orgo 

trouble and ! but vuu 


• xtinq iisn the 
A premonition 


t»*j >ina a - Weral.l. doubt 
. X'-it* tr.nt in her ev. s 
r- sett... t him 

"Hoi. - look a' in- lik- 
Ton rn go' s tn marry hie 
Sit,- s . ,.»k iter head 
-tier- Wore leans It, tier 
ha**.! Lghilv brushed h.-- 
"Jim vou' ve often ask 
I "ear flies, dirk cloth, s , ,,n 

‘cake me t . II * ...t I iac *-is* v o.| ” 
Because n*. ..tt. knows un!. s, m* f;.. 
the- guess, s For th, man I w »s go- 
ing to marry. Jmi You see. h. h. 
n ed ’’ 

* * * * 


* hat. 

Nora 

All at 

oner 

* \ !>« 

H.-r 


vk rr 

• *i »>••• 

\v h v 


fa re. was 
rl in crime. 

These, how. Garth passed over 
quickly for the fifth. This man 
brought his hug*-, handsome figure 
forward and l.-aned heavily on the 
table In this man. w liont the otn* rs 
called George. Garth perhaps foresaw 
a special and unintelligible menace. 

Th.- slender man. who clearly was 
the leader, crossed the room. 

He swung un Simmons. 

"Now listen. All vou know Is that 
'we wanted a scientific fellow who 
: doesn’t us.- his profession • xclusively 
; for th. benefit of humanity. Also 
■ ,,ne without any nerves. We're wait- 
ing for on*- more Ai fir.-vt all vou 
[ have to do is to keep .lose to 
W. re going to crack n saf.-; 
rie.-dn't be ashamed of tins 
( job. Simmons 

Just th.-n ihr.-e faint and regular 
I splashes eaine from the water 
! Thev all held th. ir poses of the 
moment statuesqu.-ly until, at a nod 
from th- i.ad-e, the intellectual* 
[looking youth arose and moved to- 
ward th.- dr, or. He lurn.-d th- lock 
and opened the door a little. It was 
pushed boisterous!* against him. anil 
I Garth, bis vow unobstructed now. 
- gaz* tl Incredulously at Nora s Idaz- 
| in---, painted face 

* * * * 


in his own hands. 

"Is the safe here? Are we going to 
spend the rest of the night on this 
boat? If the cops are awake it isn’t 
wiBe. 

"All right.” the leader said. "George, 
you and Nora and Simmons wait here. 
The rest or you start out." 

The studious-appearing youth, the 
tramp, the dandy and the eldorlv man 
filed through the door and silently 
closed it. The leader spoke to Garth 
quickly. 

* * * * 

(IQEOIWIE will unlock the safe 
without any trouble. He’s the 
best in the business. Your job’s to 
open it and handle what you find 
without blowing Ihe lot of us to ever- 
lasting dirt." 

Garth stirred uneasily. 

"KxplosivejG" he said. ’T see whv 
you wanted me.” 

•TIb* pay’s high." Slim answered. 

"The fellows that are after this stufr 
don’t trust diplomatic talk. Kvery- 
body wants it if only to he sure that 
nobody else gets it. The inventor 
thinks Uncle Sam ought to have it. If 
anybody, hut he’s been holding off 
! It’s new. and he’s afraid of it himself, 
or hv thinks he .-an perfe.-t it. Can 
you handle the stufr with a degree of 
safety after you have read the form- 
ula? If there’s anything phony about 
your (duration, drop off here.” 

Garth fingered a frayed sheet of 
white paper. 

”1 am not afraid if I can see the 
f-.rmula.” he said. 

The leader turned to Nora. 

"You’re sure there’s some of the 
stuff in the safe with the formula? 
The foreigner wouldn’t dicker without 
a sample ’ 


Jeorge.” she wltis- 
Kver since I’ve 
-it it doesn't feel 


Don't say that, 
p.-red "Not here 
been in this room 
right.” 

’’Hold the light up. he said rough- 
ly. "What’s the matter with you? 
This isn't a graveyard " 

He resumed his manipulation of 


l.v H'lltgari 
'.-hililt in Its 

• ltl IT"" H be 
nee of Mari.. 
■I "th.- rival 

.. si gr.-i: I Hi 

the knob Garth noticed that from i happened in H was th- p.-ae 
time/ to time be glanre.l quickly over j .-nee called the congress of 
at the s.mih. r corners 


Th 

I'alae. . 

:-M- kite 
laid on 
ga r.b to- 
7n<> a.-r. 

I»< mg burn 
Turk.-, was 
gran.lios. s-tvl 
favorite r. si.l, 

iind was call 
saillo." The 


re some 1 .atm 
r wh It no few. 
ii* Th- gar. I. ->- 
by the I hit Hi 
St.-.-kliov.-n in 
. Tie pal;.. 

■I 


In public gambling, style Monte Car- 
lo. Hi.* "establishment." a corporation, 
l-olils th-- bank with unlimited capital 
against all comers Its sure jirotits 
t "zero’* and the refaitt .lo not exceed 
th- I per cent on simple chances at 
: .-i 1.13 which price you e-in buy insurance 

l.i.-h were against them This moderation makes, 
nn.l-cape , H great attraction. Tile motto is "big, 
-over sales and small profits." So. by doing 
' r twice business, not tit "seasons” only, hut the 
lan- and * ear around. Monte Carlo, for 1919. de- i 
l> r.-seii- , ;. ir ed dividends on al.nnQ.iton francs' J 
-am.- !h. earnings above all expenses. Wltal its 
I h.-resa. i undeclared gains were, no outsider 
of ' cr- 


! business. 

| The public, now. is diff. r.-nt from 

• the three ent.-gori. s of tit.- brilliant 

• winter "season” proper, drawn up h> 

! that old specialist. Sir Fr.-d.-ri.- Tr.-v.-s 
; — "rich in* n. fools and f..r-t he-fun-..f 
, th- things.” 

i Tl.c latt.r category i- hard l.. d.-fin. 

, 1: includes nearly all tourists and 

• short -t.-rni visitors wit., "vc.int to try 
it" anil all those who l.-t .. hcle "It. - 

'.-ails*- W"’re at Mon!.' Carlo." Man* 
win and man* lose it hack again. 
' ’i ... major it* lose, not , v. ry much 
‘each on,, perhaps, an.l yH lit. -r total 
contributions make a sensible pari 
I Mont*- Carlo’s profits. As for the rest. 

"the fool will not .Hi.pi advice, and 
■the rich ntan does tnd need it: so Hi- 

gam.- goes on." Thus Sir Frederic 
sums up the winter. "Wit. n ...n.'o it 
is understood that, in th long run. 


No I -gilt -finger. .1 party in Go- puldt* 
touch .1 a single ’’sleep, r." 

Av>. the* lock ear' “f hint, like hi g 
brot Iters 

The man seemed alnntst -tiff. mated 
Shortly . he at-*»s . i .•.•<>* . rcl \\ • 
>-<>uld s.-e implacable will rower fee- 
ing him He took lie* total wintting- 
tlior.- than .Ml. (hid 1'iare s. 1*. one of ti - 
Irani" et qtiarante t/thlcs He easilv 
found a seat Tins gain.-, which is net 
so popular :. > roub-lt. has tit • advant.i : 
of 1 2. Odd fran.-s maximum 


; simply chances — like 
t w o at a I inie. if > oil 
and eottleiir-invers.' 
it ,s d. alt. in two 


and on!* 

heads or tails 
desire, red-hilt, k 
N. Vet Iitind h "• 
row - t under all 


i whiell liqui.la!' 
[ great Napoleon. 


Ho 


ITH such 
rival to 
coming pi 


•tliug for a 


* 

a stage 

Monte Carl". Yietuta. j 

astir" city, will enjoy | J_t 


! may know, not even stockholders. 
Monaco is a principality. 

Here is a real temptation to needy 
Kiiropcan governments, the big' annual 
i contributions of the consortium plus 
Hie irotirv spending public, which Ih" 
i public tables draw. 

* * * * 


It* table, must win and d" win. then 
• let the poor man be advised." 

These "dead season" players ar.- not 
1 poor. They're worse. They’re neither 


enjoy 

a.lvanlag. s. The palaces, museums, 
opera, ballet, theaters, parks, prom- 
enades and the tradition of pleasure 
are liter', read*’ made. Formerly they 
w.-re th" playground of privilege 
Now. they will h- for everybody’s 
money. 

The climate itself will help Ihe new 


not 

rp- 


afraid of dead 
come hack." 

•'Don't say that. 1 know. My 
mother told me such things. She 
was Italian. She knew. She saw 
George, don't say that. It’s cursing 
the dead. And he lay right there, 
didn't he. George.'betwcen you and the 
safe” That’s why Slim stayed outside. 
Mavbe Slim killed him. 1 want to go. 
i too. I*ct Simmons hold the lamp.’’ 
"No." George said. "That thing he 
wears isn't human company. You 
sta v.” 

Evidently she had yielded to an ex- 
cess of terror. In spite of George’s 
commands she vva« trying to pass the 
lamp to Garth. It slipped from her 
-fingers, and the white shaft circled 
to analyze." j swiftly downward. She caught the 

"I saw th.- formula and the sacks ' handle before it reached the floor, but 
put in the safe tonight.” she answered. ! row the onlv light In the room was 
George shook his head. I r. narrow circle which bored into the 

"Nora, you’re a wonder.*’ . rarne’t and exposed a dark irregular 

’ No wander.’’ she said contemptu- 
ously. "j.’othing hut hard work. An 
imbecile -ouhl have made friends with' 

•per. but it took drudgery 


ng that 
• .-••nfer- 
Vicnna. 

his shoulder at the somh* r corners | which liquidat'd 'he empire »f the 
of the room. 

Nora had. to a certain extent. 

•tart led Garth. lie fancied liner- 
that something moved behind the 
divan. George caught iiis start an.l 
demanded an explanation. 

"Well," Garth croaked. "1 agree 
with the lady. I don’t like th" room.” 

”1 know what il is." said Nora 
"That cop was killed here, wasn't 

1> r? " . ... 

"What do I know about it . he 
asked angrily. 

"Right here. George. And if he 
it musj have been just this this 
time of night — when he Georg.-' 

Han't we turn on the lights? I don’t . ... . ... 

like places where people have died j gambling l*.il.i< e. I the public gambling. The war fol- . 

hard But you— you’re not afraid." . sil nation, is r.iilier a wttt.r m. ' '- lowed, and now they need all kinds of ! ... 

"Afraid! A man with a red heart | hough, as w .ll be seen, some quie.. ; „ •" 

— "ever jheavr and stnis ^ , , paswsl through Namur iast sum- j «I* *«-"•" 

fashionably dead" summer season. ri>- magnm.-en. .-astno stood I lay any larg 

S.-honhriinn I’alace j s lamentable bv the riverside. And ‘'‘H- j produce that sunt, 
zens were mourning: If we only had 


iKLGII’M is heroic, but it Is 
certain how- long Belgium will 
| main heroic. Up tn 1912 the public 
j tables of Spa. Namur and < 1st end 
brought great revenues and prosperity. 
They even “(bolt off” the zero advan- 
tage at certain hours of the day. as an 


rich nor f'».ls. They’re heeled- and 
! desperate. These sil. nt. correct visit- 
ors with thousands in their pockets 
| com. from every part of lCurope on 
a last hop.- They are busin. ss men on 
• thi ..Ii/ of bankruptcy. They arc 
- honest in. -n who hav. had heavy 
j losses by the war. They are Jirof.-S- 
j sors and army no i. who have dtlapi- 
dated Hi-ir wives’ dot. They ar* trust- 
led officials an.l employes who are 
short in tli.-ir accounts. They are n»- 
i taros and exc-uiors who have made 
hail stock exchange investments. H. r. 
is the quick chant*. loads or tails 
: It is more h*.tosl than the stock ex- 
j change, more tiger and less snake. 

I * * * * 


really had a chance ill theory. Then 
Belgium, in a moral wave, suppressed 


ones! They 


I won’t waste 


at the 


now. 


gray 

” he 


with the 


the 


• WITH ..rose 


and turned to th. 
window He lean.-.! there, star 
a’ th. bus; street. I.-tening to 
jarring discords. 

"Try to undersla rid. Jim. T think ! 
•rar-elv dr* my -e if I only know- it 

hur-.t tu see you un gappy . Six months 


t ■ *oi: 

1 Ida 

that h. 


a moment 
k Al! at 
r pr. s. nee at 


the room went 
on.-e h«- realized 
this unique r-n- 


( dezv-'.qs must he W ithout the slight- 
's! ambiguity. perhaps It was an 
ill-advised attempt to rescue him 
fre.rn the net. He waited tensely- for 
some word. Hts heart tank. She l 


th hour- k 

to get at the old man 
that. If there’s any sli 

The leader glanced 
mask. 

"That’s up to Simmons 
sa'.l 

Garth’s fingers played 
piece Of white paper. 

"You haven’t told me where 
h 'Us*. Is." he said. 

Tn. moment the leader had answer-/ 
ed. Garth was standing on lh<- bench. 
He waved hi.-- arm. Suddenly he blew 
out the lamp. 

”(tn the dock!" he stammered to the 
darkness "A noise!" 

As the others crept to the door he 
scratched rapidly and silently with a 
mat'-h on 
the house, the nature of the job and 
an appeal for help When he was j 
through h. heard the others coming ! 
back 

"If your nerves jump like that. | 
Simmons, what a chance we’ll have!" ; 
George said. "Not a sign. Light up” 

Garth struck 'he mafeh and re- 
lighted the lamp. 

"1 never take unnecessary risks." 
he said simply. 

The leader opened the door. 

"It's time." he said. "They’re 

asleep in the house hv- now 


-. narrow circle which 
carpet and exposed a 
slain. 

Nora cried, chokingly: 

"Blood ’ George! That's his blood’" 

Cursing. George reached forward, 
caught her arm. and swung the light 
away from this desolate reminder of 
tragedy. 

“No wonder'” she vvhisn“red. "No 
wonder Slim didn’t have th" nerve to 
com.- back and do those sum.- things 
He'd have seen the man he'd killed 
between hint and his work. If 1 
thought you had that much nerve. 
George. 1 might — I believe 1 
might " 

"Try to keep the light steady, Nora." 

There was a beseeching, chilillike 
quality in his lone. He worked with 
difficulty now. His hands were no 
longer perfect mechanical tools. Garth 
saw drops glitter and fall slowly to 
I the stained carpet. 


But in summer 

delightful— summer, when Americans j , 

ar.- in Europe anil the English money- our . rottaMle hack 

sp.-nd.rs are ...i the continent. Scarcely a tourist stopped at ..... 

The "season" dies, vet Monte Carlo ! li st summer. Strangers merely pissed | staking other maximum producing 

’ through, oflenesl on business. Yet 


'PHKKl-i days ago such :* party won 
at a single turn <>f the roulette 

wheel. .IT.opn francs. The maximum 

• 

roulette, it should h.- explain- 
frattes. 1. c . y ou may not 
singl. stake than will 
But. having stak.-d 
th*- limit on a number, column, or 
Namur ! whatever. nothing prevents your 


continues to earn lug profits. You 
have heard how France and Italy have 
tried to divert these profits to the 
baccarat casinos of tlicir Riviera re- 
sorts — while avoiding, as much as |>ns- 
si'fec. the odium of public gambling. 
Bawarat play has been heavy at San 
Itemo. Hordigitera. Cannes, Nice and 
Mentone, but you cannot have private 
gambling that is public — and this 
baccarat, to make up honest profits 
for municipalities and governments. 


on 

formerly Namur was niy. bright, 
charming. 

Rumania hail a great gambling con- 
cession before the war. It lias been 
started again, stopped, and doubtless 
will be started once more ill fill! blast 
next summer. It means prosperity for 
those Rumanian liaths — a national 
temptation. 

And even Italy has closed its gov- 
ernmental eyes this summer to the 


t bets on as m.-tnj .. liter chances as you i 
please. T-irts man had spread his chips: 
largely — and th.- whole combination f 
won for hint, lie was so flustered that ! 
Ih.- overlooked a win of J.thtit francs. 

I And. observe, like scrupulous hank 
clerks with a tlusten.l lady- customer, 
those employes of the casino rak.-d 
Iiis every stack in for him. like shep- 
herd herding Iambs, and pushed them 
up in otn- lug pile beneath his nose. 


• y»*s. from a mnnsioi pack of card- 
six packs ill one Few play -is Ink* 

I tt •• IrotiMi- I" follow Hu , mini ..ltd 
know v It; "red lose., .'..’or wills." 
etc They- know that it is all right 
,110(1 that there are always some w lo 
count as accurately as Ho (hater 
an.l that there i a reward of lini.n.. 
frail, s p. rir.in. titly oft'evd for "thf 
ihs >no.< ..f any irregularity " It has 
l-ever he. *! Ha tiled. 

(•ur ilia ti won 21. mi" fran.-s Hirer 

times In sue. . ssion. lost on.-*-, won t**.. 
more tun. s. and got up and -quit H ■ 

had won. in two hour.-. franca 

And y t h s face was III, that •••• a 
man c"n.ioiitfi".l to d.-a:h 

I touht les -. he had won tit. sunt lo 
.-ant. for Hill the strain had been to. 
gr.-ii! and he looked 1 1 K •• a lo ll - 

not polite to follow ii.-oph . but he 
was not noticing such trifle.-* an.l w • 
watched hint, v.-ry int. rest • .1 
II.- sat tall* an hour in a dark .-or 
ti.-r. huddled, like man who suffer* 

from asthma He was thinking, sure- 
ly. "\Vhnt if I ha.l lose instead "f win 
ning!" Wltal good t. 'solutions an.; 
what thankfulness must have been 
his’ Slowly he perked up and walk- 
ed with .-••nlldenec H,- walked up I -t 

a el a ng. is counter and cashed tn. 

If "s.-i inus" winners act lik.- *h.r. 
th* n what about th.- losers? Yu) 
"dead' summer season Is well nain. i 
h.M-alts. lit. suicides of Monte I’arb. 
take pla. . . three to one. in summer. 
* * * * 

Y her*, may not present a Iteroi. 
figure, yet lie was not only, as is 
probable, quite desperate, imt also 

th- most scientific player in ’he rooms 
that nl't.Tpoon 

It- .xpo.-ed his capital the leas' 
tulles possible to "zero" and the "re- 
fall." The average system player. It* 
betting nioderat- progressions, up. 
.low n. up. .low it. all day . exposes everv- 
hundred francs, not once but fiftv 
times, a hundred times, to the estab- 
lishment's "brokerage commission." 
ilth.-rwise the honesty of Monte fail., 
is above suspicion. A public gambling 
house concession '-ait afford this lux- 
ury an.l advertisement. 

Get this. Given the volume of busi- 
ness attracted, the perquisite of th* 
"z.-ro" percentage is all that the cs- 
tablishm. nt needs to make its colos- 
sal profits. 


^ Then George with 

the ,«„er the loeaHo'tUof I “ .f}?*! ur " Pd the handle. 

Ready to open. he said. T^ilk 
about Slim! Crvtng. Nora? Good 
Lord " 

"Don't. George." she said "If 1 half 
close my eyes I can see him through 
my t.-ars. lying here in the shadows. 

Oun’t you?" 

He Hasped his arms about her. He 
h’d hts eyes in her hair. 

* * * * 


ARTH’S fingers reached out. then ! 


t 


he thought of the fraved piece of 

paper possible in Hi.- inspector’s MUTATE CUB IN t’ASINt) OF MOKTE CAB I A). CALLED THE -HALL OF THE FLORENTINE GRACES." ENTRANCE IS RESERVED EXCLUSIVELY 

TO TLAXERS ACCEPTED BY THE ESTABLISHMENT AS "CL Lit MEMBERS." 


They followed him tnlu a stone buunds and already urging the night to 


i 



